+ units surround the Sn9 cluster, all of them are quite far away from the polyanion and do not show any coordination to the cluster anion. The shortest Sn-Κ distance is 7.165 A. The S^3 -anion varies little from an ideal tricapped trigonal prism with D3/1 symmetry (closo type) (figure, with thermal ellipsoid at 90 % probability level). The average Sn-Sn bond length is 2.998 A, ranging from 2.923 A to 3.108 A, which is slightly longer than the reported one (2.982 A). The height of the trigonal prisms (Sn3-Sn4, Sn2-Sn5 and Sn7-Sn9) are found to be elongated comparing to all other intramolecular Sn-Sn distances. For nine-atom clusters, the ratio of height (h) to edge (e) of the trigonal prism provides the best correlation of configuration with electron count [3, 4] . The Sng 3-cluster ion has average values of 3.283 A, 3.070 A for h and e, respectively. The ratio 1.07 of h to e of Sng 3-cluster ion in the title confound is a little bit smaller than the reported one ( 
Discussion
Interest in synthesis, isolation and characterization of homoatomic-element polyhedra of the type E"
x~ (E = Group 14 element) from solution can be dated back to the 19th century [l] .The breakthrough in structural characterization of E n x~ ions was the introduction of the sequestering agent [2.2.2]crypt by Coibett [2] . The extraction of an alloy K4Sn9 with ethylenediamine and addition of [2.2.2]crypt and toluene leads to a paramagnetic Sn9*~ cluster [K([2.2.2]crypt)]3Sn9 · Vi en [3] , Later the isolation of Ge9 3~ and Pbg 3-ions were also realized using a similar method [4] . Recently we found that the reaction of K*Sn9 with elementary Hg in the presence of [2. In addition, the en molecule in the title compound is also well ordered, and is thus quite different from the sesquisolvate [3] . + units surround the Sn9 cluster, all of them are quite far away from the polyanion and do not show any coordination to the cluster anion. The shortest Sn-Κ distance is 7.165 A. The S^3 -anion varies little from an ideal tricapped trigonal prism with D3/1 symmetry (closo type) (figure, with thermal ellipsoid at 90 % probability level). The average Sn-Sn bond length is 2.998 A, ranging from 2.923 A to 3.108 A, which is slightly longer than the reported one (2.982 A). The height of the trigonal prisms (Sn3-Sn4, Sn2-Sn5 and Sn7-Sn9) are found to be elongated comparing to all other intramolecular Sn-Sn distances. For nine-atom clusters, the ratio of height (h) to edge (e) of the trigonal prism provides the best correlation of configuration with electron count [3, 4] [K(Cl8H36N 2 06)]3Sn 9 · V2C2H8N2 
